Post-transplant lymphoproliferative disease in pediatric solid organ transplant recipients.
Post-transplant lymphoproliferative disease (PTLD) in solid organ transplant (SOT) recipients has become one of the most common forms of lymphoproliferation in childhood and is a serious complication of SOT. More than 90% of cases are of B-cell origin, Epstein Barr virus (EBV) positive and are mostly occurring in the early post-transplant period. Pathologically and clinically it is a heterogenous disease ranging from being responsive to reduced immunosuppression without further intervention to rapidly progressive fulminant PTLD requiring prompt initiation of therapy. Prognosis overall is favorable. Current treatment strategies as well new promising targeted immune-based therapies such as rituximab and EBV-specific cytotoxic T-lymphocytes are being discussed.